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W/NP Quarterly Meeting  

Nelson Hall, Stevens Point, WI 

Saturday June 18, 2011 

Register today!  

The culture is surely as different as the environment of a warm, wet -dry 
season climate. I came to present ideas that were not meant to fit neatly 
into the context of Nicaragua.   My advice to the farmers was....  
"that we live in two different places of the world, our economies and 
systems of production are not the same.   We farm large fields with in-
tensive machinery, you farm small parcels almost exclusively by hand.   It 
does not suggest one system is better than the other.   My interest is to 
invite you to think beyond the boundaries of your world - new ideas -, 
and you will have to decide at the end of the day what you can take 
home as a fitting addition to your life. "  
 For me it was the best experience in many years.   I took away more than I 
gave.  If my Nicaraguan hosts see it the same way from their side of the 
lens, then it was a success.  - Bryan D. Bowen, Superintendent, Rhinelander 
Research Station, UW Potato Breeding Program 
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Barbers Shoppe  
(checking sewing machines)  
Noel Group  
(storage) 
UW-Stevens Point  
(pallets/chairs)  
Worzalla Publishing  
(strapping material/books)
Ministry Health Care  
(medical supplies/equipment)  
Moodie Trucking Inc.  
(hauling cargo) 
Ferrell Gas 
(propane) 
Westfields Hospital  
(medical supplies/Harry Adams)  
AAUW ñWausau Branch 
(teacher backpacks/supplies) 

Greetings from the W/NP Wisconsin office, we hope you will enjoy this special newsletter, available both in  printed 

and electronic versions. Electronic updates are our primary mode of communications, yet on occasion we offer a print-

ed edition for those without e-mail access and also to offer some enjoyable leisure reading material when not in front of 

a computer.  The quote below from a 2011 Farmer to Farmer Volunteer sums up the philosophy behind much of the 

work you will read about between the people of WI and Nicaragua.  Please check the website (www.wisnic.org).  for 

further project and organizational details.   

ò No matter the time or  

season, you always have 

the opportunity to make the 

best of each ó 

This is the opportunity for kids of low economi-
cal resources that study in a little school 
called: òZoila Auroraó (located in the area of 
the El Viejo, Chinandega) of improving their 
learning process and the environment where 
they study, that way they will feel motivated 
to develop their task as good as possible. The 
school is occupied by 90 kids. and the students 
deserve a worthy place to learn and receive a 
education of high quality. You can collaborate 
with school supplies, books, money, or sign-
ing on the project to organize in groups and 
collect the mentioned materials.    -Lilliam  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About  the project:  

  

It requires a lot of  effort and commitment to work in a project like "giving a hand to the education". It 

is not just about asking money to buy materials for the project, is about activities, work, lot of time, 

organization and very important is about making people aware of why this is a really important and 

NECESARY project. This kids are trying to learn in very bad conditions, they don't have the supplies and 

the motivation to keep studying.      What have I (Lilliam) done?  

I´ve made a list of all the materials I need, wrote   a formal project, so people can realize that is a  

serious project. I am formally asking enterprises to sponsor my project.   I organized a complete English 

course, we´ll teach English to youth and kids for a very symbolic amount.   Francis and I will work on 

this. Francis will start next Sunday. I will work with the Lion club by also teaching English, they will 

help me by providing the place to teach and finding people that would like to receive the course.  

  

As I have said before, being a volunteer is a lifestyle, I learned that in the workshop I  

attended in Paraguay and since the very first day I got involved with WNP.   - Lilliam Perez, 

2008 Youth Ambassador, Managua, Nicaragua 

Lilliam receiving support 

from Lion partner Mario 

Domingo Loasiga 
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The Importance of HCE to W/NP 
The UW-Extension Home and Community Education women throughout Wisconsin continue to be 
great contributors to Wisconsin/Nicaragua Partners (W/NP).  Last Fall, following a presentation 
on Nicaragua at the Central District Meeting in Amherst, WI, enough money was collected to  
purchase a new sewing machine for the women at the W/NP Herlinda Lopez Learning Center 
(LC).  Two weeks later it was hand delivered, and presented by WI Lt. Gov. Barbara Lawton to 
the Nicaraguan women at the LC.   Recently, once again the HCE women really stepped up.  Chi-
ca Nica project coordinator, Lynda 
Pracht experienced unexpected 
health issues thus needing help 
with selling the Chica Nica Doll 
Dresses (all sewn by Nicaraguan 
women).  Eight HCE State Board 

District Directors divided up 90 doll dresses during their State Meeting and 
plan to sell the dresses in their communities throughout Wisconsin at their 
meetings, conferences, and community events etc.  HCE members continue 
to donate sewing machines, both electric and treadle, along with many box-
es of fabric and sewing supplies to the LCõs for their projects.  The LC pro-
ject has proven to be one of the most successful ventures in Nicaragua mak-
ing it possible for women to earn funds to assist with the support of their 
families.  A special thanks to the HCE members for their continued support 
of the Wisconsin/Nicaragua Partners. ð Lorraine Danczyk 

The Las Lagunas scholarship students were energized for the 2011 school year with a one 
day retreat. The students enjoyed making a scrapbook representing daily life of Nicaraguan teens. 
The scrapbook was delivered to Appleton middle school students who in turn created Wisconsin 
scrapbooks for the W/NP lending libraries to be delivered in August.  Retreat topics included:   ideas 
for a successful school year, making good choices, possible ways to help the community and long 
range goals for the future.   - Linda Weber 

In Kind Donations Count           

Question:�����:�K�D�W���G�R���H�Q�W�K�X�V�L�D�V�W�L�F���Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U�V�����H�I�I�R�U�W�V���D�Q�G���I�L�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���D�G�G���X�S���W�R�" 
Answer: �$���Y�L�W�D�O���H�Q�K�D�Q�F�H�P�H�Q�W���R�I���W�K�H���V�X�F�F�H�V�V�I�X�O���S�U�R�J�U�D�P�V���R�I���:���1�3�� 
 

A strong facet of W/NP is the numerous hardworking volunteers. These are folks who give hours of 
time, miles of driving, dollars in out - of- pocket expenses and lots of hard work to the organiza-
tion.  An important aspect that is often overlooked or taken lightly is the tracking and verification 
of these activities.  �+�D�Y�H���\�R�X���H�Y�H�U���V�D�L�G�����´�2�K�����L�W���L�V���V�X�F�K���D���O�L�W�W�O�H���E�L�W�����I�R�U�J�H�W���L�W���µ��We need to record 
every little bit, it all adds up.  It is critical to show how much income equivalent the organization 
receives through in -kind donations.  About three quarters of a million dollars in 2010 & the actual 
number would be much greater if all the activity out there had been recorded.  Filling out the 
volunteer forms is very important to our audit accuracy and it translates into real $$ for our   
organization!  So think about what you have done or donated and fill out a form.  Forms are  
available at the W/NP office or the W/NP website and can be brought or mailed to the office or 
emailed to me at woodviewmr@charter.net .  Thank you!  Volunteer, Marilyn Slusarski  

"I really enjoyed working with 
Aaron on the Bikes last weekend -

 we spent some quality 
time....for a great cause."      - 

Arlen 

2011 Learning Center Trek In February, 20 Wisconsin volunteers received a warm Nica-
raguan welcome to kick off the annual LC Trek.  Through the Partnersõ model of citizen to 
citizen relations, participants shared their time and talents while serving as citizen diplomats, 
learning about a new culture while sharing their own culture, meeting new friends, and repre-
senting their country in various travel, workshop and special events.  An assortment of activi-
ties provided exposure to Nicaraguan culture and history, opportunities for community service, 
and helped build each otherõs potential.  Some of the highlights included sharing a broad vari-
ety of workshops in Managua, Leon and Ticuantepe, delivering books to the W/ NP Lending 
Libraries, hiking up and peering into the active Masaya Volcano, learning to make pine needle 
baskets, sand boarding down the Cerro Negro Volcano, shopping at local markets, delivering 
the new treadle sewing machines to the Learning Centers that were donated by the Stevens 

Point Star Quilters Guild, sharing paramedic supplies and experiences with the Nindiri Volunteer Fire Department, birding hik es through 
Montibelli Reserve, picking pineapples, star fruit, mangos and other delicious fruits while talking with the local farmers, a nd much more.  
A very special thanks to Jane Mirandette for the dedication sign now located at the Sherin Bowen Memorial Lending Library, an d t o Susan 
Tucknottõs Spanish students from Oak Creek High School for the beautiful hand made books.    

Estate Planning  �3�O�H�D�V�H���F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U���:���1�3���L�Q���\�R�X�U���H�V�W�D�W�H���S�O�D�Q�Q�L�Q�J���G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q�V�������:���1�3���H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�H�G��
�D�Q���H�Q�G�R�Z�P�H�Q�W���I�X�Q�G���L�Q�������������I�R�U���W�K�H���S�X�U�S�R�V�H���R�I���S�U�R�Y�L�G�L�Q�J���S�H�U�P�D�Q�H�Q�W���I�X�Q�G�L�Q�J���R�I���W�K�H���R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I��
�W�K�H���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�������3�O�H�D�V�H���F�R�Q�W�D�F�W���:���1�3���I�R�U���R�S�W�L�R�Q�V�������0�R�U�H���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H���&�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���)�R�X�Q��
�G�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���&�H�Q�W�U�D�O���:�L�V�F�R�Q�V�L�Q���L�V���D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H���D�W���K�W�W�S�������Z�Z�Z���F�I�F�Z�L���R�U�J������-��Keith Roeske, Treasurer 

Lt. Gov. Barbara Lawton presenting machine to Nic. women  


